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BADGER BONSAI 
NEWS 

October 2023 

By Ron Fortmann  

Fall is approaching and as daylight length gets shorter and 
overnight temperatures get lower, these two signals tell 
trees it is time to prepare for winter’s upcoming wrath.  It’s 
also time for us to prepare our trees.  At this month’s meet-
ing we will discuss some tasks we should consider doing to 
help our trees get ready for winter. This includes timing 
based on temperature, not calendar days; watering/
fertilizing at this time of year; preventative pest control op-
tions; and pruning and wiring you can do now.   

Your board has been investigating “new” payment options 
for membership renewals and other financial transactions 
for members.  We will talk about this and when we hope to 
be able to offer these changes.  

Just like in the real world, elections are on the horizon for 
our November meeting. Your current Board members may 
seek to serve another term in their current positions,  but we 
are also seeking  nominations from members who would 
like to serve on the Board, and these will be included in the 
election. The Board will open another “at-large” Board posi-
tion to someone interested in serving the club in future 
years in an officer role, which includes President, Vice Pres-
ident, Treasurer, or Secretary. Serving on the Board in an at-
large position gives you exposure to learning how the busi-
ness and planning of the club works without having the du-
ties of an officer. It’s also an opportunity for you to contrib-
ute to decisions that impact the club’s success.  

To be on the Board, your knowledge about bonsai is sec-
ondary to the other knowledge and skills you have to con-
tribute. So please consider serving because there are term 
limits on most Board positions and “new” Board members 
invigorate the club with fresh ideas.   

Currently we are also seeking a new website manager be- U
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 BBS OCTOBER MEETING 

Thursday, October 12,  6:30—8:00 pm  

Olbrich Botanical Gardens 

3330 Atwood Avenue 

 

Agenda:  

• Fall preparation for deciduous trees 
• Preventative pest control 
• Board nominations 

President’s Message  
 

 

 

 

 

Promoting and enjoying the  
ancient art of bonsai since 1972.  
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President  ........................................................... Ron 

Vice President .................................................... Mary 
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Treasurer ............................................................ Ken 

Web Manager ..................................................... Jason 

Newsletter ......................................................... Lisa  

Librarian ............................................................. Alex 
Past-President ................................................... Wayne 
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At-Large Board Member .................................... Skyler 

Badger Bonsai News is a monthly  
publication of the Badger Bonsai Society.  
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cause Jason is stepping down from that position. Let us 
know if this is something you are interested in!  

Another area any member can contribute is providing ideas 
and/or content for the monthly newsletter.  Lisa has done a 
wonderful job of creating a very nice visual newsletter, but 
we cannot expect her to come up with content month after 
month. This is where each and every member can 
help.  Next time you watch a YouTube video about bonsai, 
see something interesting on social media, come across an 
interesting article in a magazine, read a good book, work on 
one of your trees (we love progression photos) or find a 
great deal at the local nursery or another store (such as 
Wayne’s colander find on pg 6), share it with Lisa at Badg-
erbonsaisociety@gmail.com so she can share it with all of 
us. These types of things can be big a inspiration for others 
who might want  to give it a try themselves.  

Just come up with a basic story and Lisa will be more than 
happy to help you polish it for publication. Even something 
as simple as sharing a link to an interesting website is val-
ued and appreciated.   

As we ride the wave to the end of the year, the current and 
newly elected Board members need your input as to what 
type of content/programs you would like to see in 2024 and 
beyond. Our club goal is to present content that is of sea-
sonal value and that grows all levels of our members 
knowledge, skills and abilities.  Don’t hold those ideas until 
we ask. Pass your ideas along anytime something comes to 
mind and we’ll add it to our collection for future activities 
and meetings.   

What I hope to convey in this message is that Badger Bon-
sai Society is YOUR club and YOUR input and participation 
will make it what YOU want and need it to be.  Your feed-
back and ideas are essential.   

Don’t forget, Show and Tell has become a very popular seg-
ment at our meetings and we will continue that segment at 
future meetings including this month.  

See you on October 12th. 
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President’s Message—Continued from Pg 1 

By Karl   
Joy Morton and Joyce Kilmer were both famous Americans, and 
both loved trees. Nothing too unusual about that. But, contrary to 
what you might have guessed from their given names, they were 
both males.   

You are probably familiar with Joyce Kilmer’s famous poem 
”Trees.”  It’s short and succinct – a little like a Japanese haiku. It is 
usually the last two lines that people are most familiar with. Sad-
ly, Kilmer was killed in action in WWI at the age of 31. Why was he 
named ‘Joyce’? He was named after a family friend - the rector at 
Christ Church in New Brunswick, the reverend Elisha Brooks 
Joyce.   

Joy Morton has a history a little closer to Wisconsin. He was born 
in Detroit and grew up in Nebraska. As an adult, he owned and operated the Morton Salt (‘when it rains, it pours’) company in 
Chicago, and became quite wealthy. He built a large estate on land just west of Chicago in Lisle, and devoted much of the 
property to establishing an arboretum. In 1922 it was donated to the public and it was named Morton Arboretum.  Joy’s father 
was J. Sterling Morton, and was probably the main influence in Joy’s interest in trees. J. Sterling was the instigator and founder 
of Arbor Day in America. On April 10, 1872 one million trees were planted in Nebraska in celebration of the first Arbor Day. 
Joy’s given name is a family surname on his mother’s side.   

Morton Arboretum is now the location of the Prairie State Bonsai Society show. PSBS meets the first Wednesday of the month 
at the College of DuPage, not too far from the Arboretum. The other, and larger bonsai society in the Chicago area, is the Mid-
west Bonsai Society, which meets at the Chicago Botanic Garden.   

TREES 
I think that I shall never see  

A poem lovely as a tree.  
A tree whose hungry mouth is prest  

Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;  
 A tree that looks at God all day,  
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;  
A tree that may in Summer wear  

A nest of robins in her hair;  
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;  

Who intimately lives with rain.  
Poems are made by fools like me,  

But only God can make a tree. 
 

Joyce Kilmer 

Musings and a  
Poem about Trees 

mailto:Badgerbonsaisociety@gmail.com
mailto:Badgerbonsaisociety@gmail.com
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September Meeting Happenings 

Paolo has been working 
with his Barbados cherry 
to unstraighten the trunk 

Loren worked on this Itoi-
gawa juniper at a Mark 
Fields workshop in Chica-
go.  He’s using a pond con-
tainer for a training pot.  

Lisa will air layer this 
Home Depot acquired 
Japanese moon maple 
in the spring.  

Skylar showed us some 
new additions to his 
suiseki collection. 

Zach got this larch from a 
friend who got too busy 
for bonsai. 

Colin showed his Chinese 
quince with an interesting 
trunkline.  

Tim made diaza for his 
two viewing stones, one 
of which he had gotten 
from Karl 25 years ago 

Robert brought his box-
wood specimen to his first 
meeting. 

From left, Tim, Colin with his new China doll, and Yumi. 
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September Meeting Happenings 

September’s Badger Bonsai Society meeting was all about wiring to set our bonsai up for success in the coming year. In early 
fall trees are in the process of  vascular growth, which supports  strong new bud development and back budding in many spe-
cies during the spring growth flush. Fall is a great time to wire branches into their desired position because wire can stay on 
longer during winter dormancy to help those branches set in place.  

Did you know?  
Tree rings are created during autumn vascular growth when the 
tree’s xylem and cambium begin to thicken and become tough-
er. One new ring develops each year as the tree expands its abil-
ity to sustain more and more growth.   

 

XYLEM  

CAMBIUM 
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A Blast from the Past 

Ron was at home minding his 
own business when he came 
across this blast from Tim’s 
past.  It was just too good not 
to share!  

Continued on Pg 6 
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#10 

A few of our suggestions for further study on what’s 
happening this month in the world of bonsai. 

 

Things to do in October  
- Prairie State Bonsai Society (Blog Post) 

Preparing Winter Quarters for Tropicals  
- Prairie State Bonsai Society (Blog Post) 

Virtual Tour of National Bonsai and Penjing Museum 
- The National Bonsai Foundation (Video) 

How to Bonsai on a Budget 
- Hooked on Bonsai (Blog  Post) 

Ficus Progression  
- Bonsai Empire (Techniques) 

Of  
Interest  
on the Web 

Badger Bonsai Society 
Member Group  

BBS members only plat-
form for sharing tips, ad-
vice, and inspiration be-
tween monthly meetings  

Follow Badger Bonsai Society on 
Facebook for the latest  news, 
meeting agendas, upcoming 
events, and inspiring shares from 
the world of bonsai.  

A Blast from the Past —Continued from Pg 1 

Bonsai Tool  

Bargain Alert 
Wayne came across these 4-quart colan-
ders at Walmart for just $1.07 each and 
wanted to share this nice alternative to a 
training pot.  

For those newer to bonsai keeping, training pots have 
lots of holes on the bottom and often up the sides to 
encourage “air pruning,” which happens when the 
root tip starts to grow out of the hole into relatively 
dry air and its tip dries out and dies.  Once this first 
root is air pruned it loses its dominance and many 
secondary roots develop to replace it. These are then 
in turn air pruned and again they are replaced by even 
more roots. Air pruning therefore trains a root system 
with a very large quantity of young vigorous roots.  

The colander comes in several colors, but Wayne 
was partial to this turquoise blue.  

Welcome New Members 
We are excited to welcome four new members to 
the Badger Bonsai Society.  Keiji, Emily, Robert, 
and John  joined in September.  Be sure and intro-
duce yourself when you see them at our next 
meeting.  

https://prairiestatebonsai.com/things-to-do-in-october-2023/
https://prairiestatebonsai.com/preparing-winter-quarters-for-tropicals/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMqMNXmNlks
https://hookedonbonsai.com/how-to-bonsai-on-a-budget/
https://www.bonsaiempire.com/inspiration/progressions/ficus-styling
https://www.facebook.com/groups/422507043041711
https://www.facebook.com/groups/422507043041711
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerBonsai
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerBonsai
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerBonsai
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By Karl  

Hookedonbonsai.com posted a piece about the five best bon-
sai artists of all time. Identifying the best in any field is always 
open to debate and discussion.  

“Why wasn’t so-and-so included?”  
“ You included that guy - really?”  

However, I think most people familiar with bonsai would  not 
find too much to debate on this list. 

Masahiko Kimura, Saburo Kato, John Y. Naka, Harry Hirao, and 
Kunio Kobayashi are five of the most famous bonsai masters 

of all time who significantly helped spread the art form of bon-
sai around the world.  Although they have different styles and 
specialties, they all equally helped shape the bonsai art and 
culture we know today. 

Whether it’s through donating their masterpieces to museums, 
performing bonsai demonstrations internationally, offering 
apprenticeships, or writing books, each of these world-
renowned bonsai masters have unquestionably greatly influ-
ence and changed the landscape of bonsai art within and out-
side of Japan. 

You can read more about these men here.   

5 Bonsai Artists to Inspire 

1 - Widely-recognized Goshin bonsai forest by the late John 
Y. Naka. 

2 - Approximately over 800 years old juniper bonsai by Ku-
nio Kobayashi.  

3 - Famous California juniper bonsai by the late bonsai 
master Harry Hirao displayed in the National Bonsai & Pen-
jing Museum. 

4 - Large bonsai forest by the late Saburo Kato showcased 
during the 8th WorldBonsai Convention in Japan. Photo 
courtesy of Mark Fields  

5 - A creative bonsai forest created by Masahiko Kimura. 
Photo by Morten Albek.  

 

https://hookedonbonsai.com/top-5-most-famous-bonsai-artists-of-all-time/
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2023 BBS Calendar 

Wisco Bonsai  
Fall Fest 
 
 

Friday, November 3 -  
Open noon to 4 pm 

Saturday, November  4 -  
Open 10 am to ?  

Daytime - Free Advice: Bring a  
Tree Ask a Question!  

Afternoon/Evening - Happy  Hour Fire Pit 

Sunday, November 5th  
Open 10 am - 3 pm 

Fall Cutback Workshop  

 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 

N O V E M B E R  3 - 5 ,  2 0 2 3  

 

Annual Exhibit 

May 18 –19, 2024 

Meetings are on the second Thursday of each month.  

November 9 - Winter Preparation , 6:30 -8 at Olbrich 
December 14 - Holiday Get-together, 6:30 –8 at Olbrich 

S A V E  T H E  D A T E !  

https://www.absbonsai.org/national-convention-2023
https://bonsai-central.com/

