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 BADGER BONSAI 
NEWS 

May 2026 

May 14, 6:30 - 8:00 pm  
Olbrich Botanical Gardens   
3330 Atwood Ave, Madison 
 
AGENDA:  
Show Logistics 
Interpreting Critiques 
Moss Recipe 

Changes to the Judging at 
the Annual Show 

By Ron 

Last year was the first time that we had the trees on dis-
play judged and ribbons awarded.  Lessons were learned. 
There are usually about 60 trees on display and that in 
itself takes a lot of effort to give each entry a moment to 
be evaluated. Bottom line, this process took much longer 
than anticipated. 

Because the club’s board feels having our trees critiqued 
is something our members would like to continue to have, 
we reviewed the evaluation sheets and decided it was too 
complicated (14 categories) and we simplified the sheet 
for this year (4 categories).  We will review the sheet at 
the May meeting to answer any questions. See Pg 2 for a 
copy of the new Judging Criteria form that will be used for 
this year’s show.   

Another change this year involves the judging process 
itself. While a tree is being evaluated, only the judge and 
the designated scribe recording the judge’s comments 
and notes may speak with one another or ask questions 
during the evaluation. 

Observers are welcome to watch the judging process; 
however, under no circumstances may they engage with 
or interrupt the judging team while judging is underway.  

This guideline is necessary to ensure the judge has ade-
quate time and focus to carefully evaluate each tree and 
complete ribbon selections by the end of the first day of 
the show. To put the timing into perspective, even allow-
ing just four minutes per tree would require a minimum of 
four hours of judging time—and realistically, likely longer. 
Minimizing interruptions and side conversations is essen-
tial to keeping the process fair, efficient, and on schedule. 

Once all trees are evaluated and ribbons are placed, 
the judge may be asked questions if time allows.  

Each tree entered will receive an evaluation sheet, 
which will be returned to the owner by the end of the 
show. These comments reflect how the judge viewed 
your tree at that moment in time and should be under-
stood as one individual’s opinion and perspective. The 
comments do not mean you must make changes to 
your tree.  

Instead, we encourage you to review the feedback 
thoughtfully and consider whether you can see the 
points the judge identified and whether any of the sug-
gestions might help improve your tree. One of the re-
warding aspects of bonsai is the continual process of 
refinement and learning. Bonsai enthusiasts are always 
exploring ways to help their trees become the best they 
can be. At the same time, it is important to remember 
that your bonsai should ultimately reflect your own vi-
sion and be a tree that you personally enjoy and con-
nect with first and foremost. 
 
Best of luck to all who enter trees this year.  
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June Workshop Preview 

By Mary 
 
For years I have wanted to have a workshop using nursery 
shrubs similar to what I use when I do demonstrations at 
our May Bonsai Show.  I think it's really exciting to start with 
a shrub and end up with a bonsai.  Of course, finding inex-
pensive material that will work is really difficult.  I've already 
been looking everywhere and my dream of dwarf Korean 

lilacs for everyone is not going to happen!  So our June ex-
tended meeting is going to be a bonsai mixer of sorts with 
many different species and sizes and prices from $9 to 
$30.  I will have more details at the May meeting and in the 
June newsletter.  This will include an inventory and pric-
es.  It would help a lot at the May meeting to get a count of 
who is interested.  Then I will probably have to really be 
back on the hunt for even more shrubs! 

If you’re planning to 
bring a tree to this 
year’s show, and we 
hope you are,  
please familiarize 
yourself with the 
 Exhibit Guidelines 
on the BBS website.  

https://badgerbonsai.net/annual-show-guidelines/
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#10 

Badger Bonsai Society  
Member Group  
BBS members-only platform for sharing tips, 
advice, and inspiration between monthly meet-
ings  

#10 

A few of our suggestions for further study on what’s hap-
pening this month in the world of bonsai.  
 

Inspiration: 2026 Michigan Show  
 - Valavanis Bonsai Blog   
 
13 Common Shrubs That Can Actually Become Stunning 
Bonsai Trees 
- House Digest  
 
Seven Bonsai Mistakes to Avoid 
- Bonsai Empire 

Of Interest  
on the  
Web 

Follow Badger Bonsai Society on 
Facebook for the latest  news, 
meeting agendas, upcoming 
events, and inspiring shares from 
the world of bonsai.  

Have some news to share?   

Submit articles, ideas, photos, and 
events to the Newsletter Editor at 
badgerbonsaisociety@gmail.com 

 

 
Young Choe Visit 
 

We were fortunate to welcome Young Choe on April 30 
during her visit to Wisconsin to teach a workshop for the 
Milwaukee club that weekend. Young invited members to 
bring the kusamono they created during last year’s work-
shop, and she guided us through the process of cleaning 
them up, refreshing their plantings, and preparing them 
for the growing season ahead. It was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to learn from her expertise once again and to see 
how everyone’s compositions had evolved over the past 
year.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/422507043041711
https://www.facebook.com/groups/422507043041711
https://valavanisbonsaiblog.com/2026/05/09/2026-michigan-all-state-bonsai-show/
https://www.housedigest.com/1872664/shrubs-into-bonsai-trees-plant/
https://www.housedigest.com/1872664/shrubs-into-bonsai-trees-plant/
https://www.bonsaiempire.com/blog/bonsai-mistakes
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerBonsai
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerBonsai
https://www.facebook.com/BadgerBonsai
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Another successful repotting meeting is in the books! With friends helping friends, members worked together 
to repot trees, share ideas, and lend an extra set of hands where needed. Repotting season is one of the most 
important times of the bonsai year, helping set our trees up for healthy growth and vigor in the months ahead. 
Thank you to everyone who brought trees, tools, advice, and encouragement to make it another great evening 
together.  
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By Lisa, Editor 
One of the most valuable parts of exhibiting bonsai at a 
show is the opportunity to have our trees judged. While win-
ning an award or ribbon is certainly exciting, the real pur-
pose of judging is growth — not just for the tree, but for us 
as artists and hobbyists. 

The best bonsai do not become exceptional by accident. 
They are shaped over years through careful observation, 
refinement, experimentation, and countless small adjust-
ments. Even the most accomplished bonsai artists contin-
ue learning, tweaking, and improving their trees. Bonsai is 
never truly “finished.” Every season brings new opportuni-
ties to improve ramification, refine branch placement, 
strengthen roots, adjust styling, or enhance presentation. 

That is why feedback from an experienced judge is such a 
gift. A judge brings a trained eye and years of experience 
that can help us see our trees differently. Sometimes the 
comments confirm that we are moving in the right direction. 
Other times they point out possibilities we may not have 
considered — a branch that could be repositioned, a silhou-

ette that could be refined, or a future direction that could 
elevate the design. These insights help us become stronger 
bonsai practitioners over time. 

It is also important to remember that judging is not about 
perfection. In fact, most bonsai in club shows are works in 
progress. Very few trees are “finished” masterpieces, and 
they are not expected to be. Developmental trees are an 
essential part of the bonsai journey, and they deserve to be 
exhibited too. Seeing trees at different stages of develop-
ment is one of the things that makes a club show inspiring 
and educational.   

So please do not let the idea of judging intimidate you or 
discourage you from bringing a tree to exhibit. Your bonsai 
will be in very good company. Most of us are still learning, 
refining, and developing our trees right alongside you. As a 
reminder, we will have novice and open class categories 
again this year. 

Exhibiting your bonsai takes courage, but it is also one of 
the fastest ways to grow as an artist. Every tree displayed 
contributes to the success of the show and helps create an 
atmosphere of learning, sharing, and encouragement within 
the club. 

Bring your trees. Share your work. Listen to the feedback. 
Celebrate the progress you have already made — and enjoy 
the opportunity to continue growing alongside your bonsai. 

Behind the Bonsai:  

Trees in Training  

& Kusamono 

by Lisa, Editor 

This year’s show will once again feature both our Trees in Training and 
Kusamono displays.  

The Trees in Training display is designed to help educate the public about the 
work, vision, and horticultural techniques involved in developing bonsai. Trees 
in this display may highlight wiring, air layering, propagation techniques, trunk de-
velopment, branch structure, and other stages of refinement that illustrate both the 
goals for the tree and the steps still needed to achieve them. Members exhibiting in this display will be asked to complete 
a card describing where the tree is in its bonsai journey and what they are currently working toward. If you have a tree in 
training you’d like to include, bring it on Saturday.  

We will also again feature a dedicated Kusamono display. Our philosophy is that kusamono are an art form in their own 
right and deserve to be appreciated on their own—not only as accents to bonsai. We encourage members to bring their 
Kusamono creations for display. Please be prepared to provide information about the plantings so that display cards can 
be created for each piece. 

More Than Ribbons:  
The Purpose of   
Bonsai Judging 

https://badgerbonsai.net/annual-show-guidelines/#exhibitors-can-determine-whether-they-belong-in-the-open-or-novice-class-based-on-theirexperience-level-and-past-participation-in-bonsai-shows-here-are-some-general-guidelines-novice-class
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President ..................................... Alex 
Vice President ............................. Skyler 
Secretary ..................................... Lisa 
Treasurer ..................................... John  
Web Manager .............................. Paolo 
Newsletter Editor ........................ Lisa  
Librarian ...................................... Linda 
Past President ............................. Ron 
Board Member ............................ Zach 
Board Member ............................ Mary 
Board Member ............................ Loren 

MID-AMERICA  
BONSAI EXHIBIT 

August 15 to 17th, 2026 
 

Chicago Botanic Garden 
1000 Lake Cook Rd 
 Glencoe, IL 60022  

 

 

2026 MBS State Fair  

55th Annual Exhibit 

Friday, Jun 26 at 8 am to  
Sunday, Jun 28 at 4 pm  
 
Lynden Sculpture Garden 
2145 West Brown Deer Road 
River Hills, WI 53217 

Thursday, Aug 6 at 8 am to  
Sunday, Aug 16 at 9 pm  
 
Wisconsin State Fair Park 
640 South 84th Street 
West Allis, WI 53214 
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https://www.midwestbonsai.org/may-exhibit
https://www.midwestbonsai.org/may-exhibit

